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Thank you for 
joining. We will start 

shortly.
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Welcome to our 1st 
Parent Academy 

of the year! 

April Vitiello
Supervisor of Early Childhood

Daniella DaCunha
Preschool Instructional Coach (PIC)

Attendance, Creative Curriculum & Assessment
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Agenda 
01- Attendance Matters
02- Our Curriculum 
03- Our Environment
04- Our Schedule
05- Teaching Strategies
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Student Attendance

● Consistent attendance is critical starting in PreK. 
● When children miss 10% or more of the school year, 

research suggests it is harder for them to develop a strong 
base for learning.

● Being absent 2 or more days a month can add up to missing 
10 percent of the school year.

● Also, we find when students are absent, they have a hard 
time re-adjusting to the routine upon return. 
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What kind of program are we?
● High-quality

● Safe and nurturing 
● Developmentally appropriate 

02- Our Curriculum
The Creative Curriculum is a research-based, developmentally appropriate 
curriculum that is adaptive to meet the needs of every child.  It builds 
children’s confidence, creativity, and critical thinking skills through 
hands-on, project-based exploration.  It also helps teachers create a 
high-quality learning environment for the children in their care. Through 
studies, which are hands-on, project-based investigations, The Creative 
Curriculum helps teachers set children up for success, no matter where life 
leads.
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03- Our Environment
A physical setting that is safe, organized, comfortable and well 
designed helps children engage in the activities and experiences 
we offer. In order to support constructive and purposeful play, our 
classrooms are set up into the following centers: 
● Art
● Blocks
● Discovery
● Dramatic Play
● Library
● Music & Movement
● Toys & Games 
● Sand and Water Table 
● *Cozy Area



8

Raising Raiders Preschool Program
Parent Academy  

04- Our Schedule
Breakfast, Lunch and Snack Mealtime is a learning time for children to serve themselves, carry on conversations, and develop 

positive attitudes towards food and nutrition.

Morning Group Meeting Morning group meeting sets the tone of the day by providing children with a sense of belonging in 
a caring learning community; and to develop communication skills as they express their ideas, 
thoughts and feelings.

Center Choice Time Teachers extend children play and learning in each developmental domain and content area as 
children explore materials that have been purposefully planned. Teachers practice listening, 
speaking, and social skills with children, engaging with the individual child’s emotional and 
thinking processes, engage in conversations, expand on language, and introduce new 
vocabulary or concepts.

Outdoor Choice Time Contributes to overall development by giving children experiences to explore all of their senses, 
practice fine and gross motor skills, develop language and
social skills, and begin to appreciate the world around them.

Rest Time Allows children to restore their energy to continue healthy growth and development 
(social-emotional, physical, cognitive, and language development)

Read Aloud Teachers foster the children’s love of literacy and promote
foundational reading skills by reading aloud to children for both enjoyment and comprehension.

Small Group Time Teachers plan and work with children in small groups every day. Small group experience meet 
particular instructional goals and objectives.

Large Group Round-Up We reflect on the day’s events and provides closure. 
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Literacy & Math Considerations

Components of High-Quality Preschool: 

● Increased vocabulary and language
● Phonological awareness 
● Knowledge of Print
● Letters, words, numerical concepts 
● Comprehension
● Literacy as a source of enjoyment
● Number and Operations
● Geometry and Spatial Sense
● Measurement 
● Patterns
● Data Analysis 
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05- Teaching Strategies 
● Aligned with New Jersey Preschool State Standards 
● Spans birth through third grade to allow teachers to see 

children’s progression across the whole of the early childhood 
years.

● An authentic, ongoing observational system for assessing 
children from birth through Kindergarten.

● It helps teachers to observe children in the context of 
everyday experiences, which is an effective way to learn 
what they know and can do.  
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OBJECTIVES AND DIMENSIONS
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Report Card 
● Support, guide, and inform planning and instruction

● Report and communicates with family members and other 
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How can you support your child at home?
● Engage in back and forth conversations with your child 
● Incorporate at least 15 minute of movement into your day
● Read or listen to a story everyday with your child
● Use everyday experiences to reinforce math skills, language 

development, and literacy
● Encourage your child to use various to practice fine motor skills
● Allow your child to engage in imaginative play
● Encourage your child to help with the following to promote 

independence and self-confidence: 
○ Getting dressed 
○ Making the bed
○ Setting the table 
○ Cleaning up after themselves 

ANY QUESTIONS?


